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Miriam: Senate to probe 
Poro dispute early Sept. 

Sen . M i r i a m Defensor Santiago urged the Senate 
committee on environment and na tu ra l resources to 
set not l a t e r t h a n the f i r s t week of Sep t embe r the 
probe on the a l leged i l l ega l misuse of Department o f 
E n v i r o n m e n t and N a t u r a l Resources ( D E N R ) andl 
government forces i n the shutt ing down of the seaport 
and sur round ing areas at Poro Po int , S a n Fernando, 
L a Un ion . 

"This scandal should be halted i n its tracks, becaus e 
the re are fore ign investors i n the a rea , and the us;e 
of b r u t e force is b a d news i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community," she sa id . 

P r e s i d en t A r r o yo , i n a M a l a c a n a n g mee t ing l a s t 
January, r epor ted ly expressed exasperat ion that t h e 
publ ic of f ic ia ls i n the Poro Point controversy a l l t r i e d 
to profess i n n o c e n c e of the a l l eged mi l i t a ry -s ty l e 
takeover of the port management f rom a private f i r m 
a l ready opera t ing the por t under a 25-year con t rac t 
w i t h the government. 

L a s t A u g . 5, heav i l y -a rmed m e n a long w i t h 
g o v e r n m e n t p e r s o n n e l r e p o r t e d l y sent by th e 
P h i l i p p i n e Por ts Au tho r i t y ( PPA ) P h i l i p p i n e Navy, 
P h i l i p p i n e Coas t G u a r d and the B a s e s C o n v e r s i o n 
Development Author i ty (BCDA) al legedly forced ^their 
entry i ns ide the Poro Point facil ity. 

P res ident A r royo was repor ted ly peeved at news 
r epo r t s tha t the pr ivate f i r m was ab le to take 
photos and v ideo footage of the military-style takeover, 
to c o u n t e r the a l l eged c l a i m s of E n v i r o n m e n t and 
Natura l Resources Secretary Ange lo Reyes and B C D A 
pres ident Narc iso Abaya tha t no force was u s e d . 

A l s o at the M a l a c a n a n g meet ing , A b a y a i n s i s t e d 
that no po l i t i c ian exerted pressure on h i m to author ize 
the B C D A takeover, w h i c h was r epo r t ed l y c a r r i e d 
out th rough the use of v io lence by a rmed P h i l i p p i n e 
Na t i ona l Po l ice and Coast G u a r d members . 

B u t i n he r r e s o l u t i o n r e f e r r ed to the Sena te 
env i ronment commi t t e e , Sant iago p o i n t e d ou t tha t 
the t akeove r was a n a rb i t ra ry act on the p a r t of the 
D E N R E n v i r o n m e n t a l Managemen t B u r e a u , w h i c h 
sudden l y d e m a n d e d f r o m the po r t o p e r a t o r a n 
Env i ronmenta l C learance Cert i f icate ( E C C ) . 

" D E N R already issued an E C C to the port operator 
a l l o f seven years ago. Th i s t r u m p e d - u p r e a s o n for 
the takeover is ba r r ed by the legal pr inc ip le of laches. 
When government sleeps on its rights for sevcm years, 
it loses those r i ghts , " Sant iago , a former R T C judge , 
s a i d . A y e n Infante 

Battle for Poro Point Lawyer Brigido Dulay, 
legal counsel of Poro Point Industrial Corp. (PPIC), 
shows a copy of the memorandum of Bases Conversion 
Development Authority (BCDA) general counsel Arnel 
Casanova to BCDA president Narciso Abaya which 
stated there is no legal basis for the termination of its 
contract with the private investor in the Poro Point 
seaport. In the memo, Casanova alleged political 
pressure was exerted on him to reverse his legal position. 
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